
 
Village of Martin’s Additions 

Council Meeting 
7013 B Brookville Road, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

Minutes November 15, 2012 
      
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: Council Members: Mike Zielinski, Arthur Alexander, Jill 
Filipczyk. Village Manager: Jean Sperling. Village Attorney: Ron Bolt; Mid-Atlantic Inspections: Alan Beal 
RESIDENTS PRESENT: Bill Catherwood, Keith Allen, Bill Lebovich, Lynn Welle.  
   
CALL TO ORDER, 7:30: Zielinski 
RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
Update from Fire Board: Bill Lebovich 
Fire Board Representative Bill Lebovich (Summit Avenue) reported that the Chevy Chase Fire Board voted in favor of 
direct mail fundraising for the Fire Department. The Fire Board agreed to do the fundraising themselves rather than 
using an outside firm as they had done previously. The purpose for raising the monies is to provide discretionary funds 
to be used by the Chevy Chase Fire Board for support of the fire department. They had already solicited funds from the 
nearby Senior Citizen Assisted Living Facilities.  Lebovich has asked for further clarification of the financial relationship 
between the County and the Fire Department.  Fire Board Member Paul Weller (Raymond Street) had suggested the 
possibility of offering the fire department building as a site for a cell tower which would generate rental income. Sperling 
suggested that clarification needs to be made on whom is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of this building 
before individuals are asked for a contribution above and beyond their tax dollars. 
DISCUSSION OF THE REGULATION OF GENERATORS-Bolt & Beal 
Councilmember Alexander asked for clarification of the regulations that direct the placement of home generators in 
Martin’s Additions. There is some confusion about where they can be placed on the lot and how they are defined.  Beal 
explained that the County defines them as “Accessory Structures” and as such they can be set as close as 5 feet from the 
rear property line. Martin’s Additions does not define them in this way. Beal suggested that they belong in a category 
that can be defined as “mechanical equipment,” such as heat pumps, condensers, air conditioners and the like. There 
are no size restrictions on generators but County noise control ordinances limiting the decibels measured from the 
property line to 55 are the restrictive controls. Councilmember Zielinski noted that the Village Code specified what can 
encroach into any setbacks and wondered if that is sufficient clarity. 
 Beal suggested that Attorney Bolt provide an interpretation on how generators are to be handled. The Village 
does not want them on the side of the house because that’s where they are the noisiest. But if a resident wants it on the 
side,  the lot has to have room for it. Attorney Bolt agreed to draft guidance documents and options for discussion at the 
next meeting.  Beal will provide the diagram. 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: NOVEMBER 
Council Meeting: Beal 
Activity in October 2012 and first 2 weeks of 
November. 
Construction Completed: 
3409 Taylor Street- dumpster 
New Permits Issued:  
• 3410 Cummings Lane- Revised Building Permit 
Ongoing Construction Projects:  
• 163 Quincy Street – Framing in process. Trusses 
delivered 
• 3502 Cummings Lane - Accessory structure (pool 
house), swimming pool and retaining Wall 
• 3410 Cummings Lane – Demolished. Foundation 
poured. 
New Permit Requests/Pending or In-process: 

• 3414 Cummings Lane: Cafritz Builders purchased of 
lot. Ongoing reviews with the builder 
• 163 Quincy: Special parking considerations monitored 
and enforced. 
Construction Inquiries/ Pending Building Issue: 
• Several inquiries about installing generators 
• 124 Quincy Street - Significant addition. Application 
still pending. 
• 3502 Cummings Lane –  Continued litigation over 
property line between 3418 & 3502. 
• 205 Oxford Street –  Addition, renovation, any action 
still pending 
• 3401 Thornapple Street - Small rear deck and  steps 
(Variance) still pending 
Other Municipal Support 
Management:    



• Resident concerns – e.g. car and trash cans in front 
yard. 
• Identification and confirmation of telecom boxes to 
be relocated. 
• Ongoing supervision and progress reporting of 
construction projects.  
• Work with Verizon, Comcast and RCN on transferring 
telecom lines to new poles. 
• 163 Quincy: Special parking considerations monitored 
and enforced. 
• Construction project reviews and permit clearance 
(Alan). 
• Miss Utility reservations for tree plantings.  
• WGL demonstration project of Keyhole boring. 
Response to construction complaints: 
• 163 Quincy Street –  Traffic and parking 
• 3410 Cummings Lane –  Parking and hydrant Safe 
access and pedestrian crossing issues. 
• 3414 Cummings Lane – Tree 
• WSSC Cummings Lane – Traffic and work hours and 
service outage 
Response to incidental issues and problems: (e.g.) 
• No parking for move in/out; special events 
• 7210 Chestnut Street – Complaint re: Pepco service 
lines 

• Follow up on and communicate with Residents during 
WSSC service outage on Cummings Ln. 
ROW Maintenance: 
• Requests for  yard waste bags. 
• Utility pole verification for traffic survey equipment. 
• Boulder restoration at Quincy and Oxford corner. 
• Secure and monitor fiber optic box at Thornapple & 
Delfield Sts. 
• Arrange for protective fencing around new WSSC 
meter between projects on Cummings Ln. 
• Follow up on tree and sign damage during panel 
delivery at 163 Quincy St. 
WSSC & WGL Replacement and Relocation Projects:  
• Ongoing documentation, supervision, Resident and 
Contractor information support.  
• Assist with special parking considerations monitoring 
and enforcement.  
Storm/Emergency Response: 
• Storm impact evaluation 10/30. 
• Maintaining and clearing storm grates of leaves and 
debris. 
• Post no parking signs for stump grinding and storm 
debris removal. 

  
WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT UPDATE-Sperling 
WSSC work on Cummings Lane is almost complete. 
•There have been only occasional problems.  Street will receive a permanent (hot patch) now and then be milled and 
overlaid in the spring, unless WAS GAS gets their first. Lessons learned: remind residents who to call when problem 
arise-perhaps periodic reminders. Continue to use email notices. Future complications: Washington Gas re-digging 
Cummings 
•Additional intersection digs and shut downs on  Brookville Road are going to occur as WSSC replaces the valves.  
•Turner Lane waterlines are next on the schedule. The Village Office will be meeting next week to discuss details with 
contractor and WSSC. This street is going to be a real challenge since it is a dead end. Management of the parking is 
going to be a huge issue. 
WASHINGTON GAS LINE PROJECT UPDATE- Raymond/Cummings/Melville Project-Sperling 
•No further word from WGL about when gas line replacements will begin. Fortunately Cummings’ Lane water project is 
almost completed so it will not have to compete with the Washington Gas Project. 
•Key-hole methods of replacement will be used as we discussed last month. We had the opportunity to observe this 
method as it is being used in a nearby community.  Even though this new method is less disruptive and offers quicker 
road repair, the whole process is quite invasive. Gas to people’s home will have to be shut off for several houses and in 
some cases people may need to be home.  
ZONING ISSUES UPDATE: 
•Accessory Apartments (ZTA 12-11); Licensing Standards. Attorney Bolt summarized the zoning text amendment which 
is proposed to lighten the restriction on accessory apartment--currently a Special Exception is needed. This text 
amendment would allow accessory apartments as a matter of right and is aimed at providing more affordable housing 
alternatives Countywide.  There is also a companion bill related to licensure procedures for accessory apartments that 
will soon come under scrutiny. The requirements of this licensing bill will provide a process that will allow the Village to 
raise issues on such things as parking and other matters that can impact us. Council member Zielinski has been working 
on this topic.     
•Sub-standard lot development. (ZTA 12-16): Attorney Bolt presented an explanation of a zoning text amendment that 
addresses the development of substandard lots, specifically lots that were platted before 1928. This ZTA is a direct result 



of litigation. Currently the law provides that if you have a lot platted before 1928 in order to develop it has to be at least 
5,000 sq feet, because that was the requirement in 1928.  This ZTA would eliminate the 5,000 sq. ft. requirement and 
replace it with nothing. There would be no minimum lot size. Development would still have to comply with other 
standards like set-backs but these smaller lots could be developed. At this time it is unclear whether Martin’s Additions 
has any of these lots still undeveloped. A lot of them in VMA have long since been re-subdivided—combined into bigger 
lots, which cannot be un-subdivided.  
 The Planning Board has recommended approval of this amendment but they are considering the elimination of 
the teardown and rebuild possibilities. It is unclear at this time how  the County Council will respond.  
•Chevy Chase Lake Development Plans.  
The recent CC Lake Work Session was reported on to Manager Sperling by Andy Harney, the Manager of Section 3. The 
Planning Board said that they want much more height and density than the Planning Staff was recommending and they 
were surprised that the developer (Chevy Chase Land Company) wasn’t pushing for more development.  Even though it 
was a work session the Board allowed Pat Baptiste, the Chairman of the Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers to 
speak.  She explained that CC Land Company and the Planning staff had work very hard and hand-in-hand to create a 
project that was more consistent with the surrounding community. Zielinski noted that the early recommendations of 
the Planning Board Staff were quite consistent with the recommendation of the Chevy Chase  Coordinating Committee, 
but that it appeared that the Planning Board had considerably expanded planning beyond those recommendations/. 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS- Arthur Alexander Treasurer 
•Financial Report for October 2012 
  July 2012-October 2012 
  Actual  Budgeted 
Revenues $112,383 $242,570 
Expenses   130,140   181,538 
Net Income   -17,757     61,032  
Reserve account (less designated allocations): $534,167 
The first major allotment to the Village from the state income tax is scheduled to arrive toward the end of November. 
Until that arrives, we are running a slight deficit in the current balance between revenues and expenses. Other income is 
running about as budgeted. Expenses are considerably below budgeted amounts. Road maintenance, office expenses, 
and professional fees account for the bulk of the savings so far this year. 
 The reserve account, equal to total savings accounts minus funds set aside for lighting, streets, and other capital 
expenditures, is about equal to annual expenditures, giving us a cushion against unexpected occurrences. 
MOTION TO APPROVE FINANCIAL REPORT: Zielinski; 2nd Filipczyk, Vote: All 
•FUND INVESTMENTS-Alexander 
Councilmember Alexander noted that the Congressional Bank CD is coming due. That bank is offering improved rates if 
the Village should decide to reinvest the CD. An 8 months CD rate is .85% which is a .1% higher than we are getting 
now,14 months is set at 1.05%; and 30 months is set at 1.25 % 
After further discussion that council agreed that the Village needn’t confine itself to an 8 months CD. With substantial 
cash reserves it was agreed that a 14 month CD would be reasonable, earning the higher rate without any fear of 
running short on cash. It would generate a rate of 1.05% 
MOTION TO APPROVE 14 MONTH CD for current $250,000 investment: Council member Filipczyk 2nd Zielinski, Vote All 
in favor 
Zielinski asked if the Village should consider other investments for more of our reserves.  Sperling mentioned that each 
CD requires  additional administrative work. Alexander recommended that the CD be automatically reinvested but that 
the amount of the CD be lowered so that the interest payments did not push the balance beyond the $250,000 
protected threshold.  The Council agreed. 
          
MANAGER’S REPORT: Sperling:  
Utility services: (See Notes above on WSSC and WGL 
•PEPCO: There were no power outages during Hurricane Sandy. This is a huge accomplishment.  
-Martin’s Additions was used in a presentation to the PSC and Governor’s Office for improvements that have been made 
in the feeder lines. The consistently improved performance of our northern feeder line should give us confidence in the 
effectiveness of PEPCO’s reliability improvement work. 



Roads: WSSC will install permanent patches on Cummings Lane now; those patches will be milled and overlaid in the 
spring.  This will give use some flexibility to manager road repairs and coordinate with Washington Gas as they move 
through the community with their gas line upgrades, 
Storm preparedness: Extensive work went into preparedness for Hurricane Sandy.  Residents were asked to join the list 
serv; the Village was able to join the more elaborate Alert Montgomery Announcement Service. VMA was able to tap 
into communication from the County Emergency Operations Center even though we were not members at that time. It 
made a huge difference in our ability to communicate good information to our residents. 
Trees:  
•10 new trees will be planted.  Notice has been sent to all residents who abut a tree planting location; notice included a 
picture of the tree and description of its characteristics.  
•Residents who planted a Private Tree in ROW on Chestnut Street  (discussed at the last meeting) have not yet been 
notified of the need to have the tree removed .That notice will be provided ASAP.  
•State review of the trees in VMA was conducted on 11/9/12; Jean reviewed the proposals of Asplundh (Pepco) and our 
arborist’s recommendation and drove through the community, reviewing every tree that was of concern with the State 
Forester. As many as 10 trees may need to be removed with the approval of the Forester.  The DNR (Department of 
Natural Resources) will provide the permission to remove the trees as soon as a few informational issues are resolved. 
Pepco will be able to assist us with the removal of several trees, but the Village may find that substantial expenses are 
required for tree removal beyond what is budgeted for the current Fiscal Year. 
•The State Forester confirmed the appropriateness of the “Watch List” that several of our larger and older trees are on.  
•Two trees on Shepherd Street are in need of further evaluation by our arborist with the potential for removal.  This 
evaluation will be conducted ASAP. 
•The State Forester looked at the tree that was referenced in a report received from a resident’s tree service on 
Raymond Street (at 3524). He agreed that the tree should be removed. Pepco has said that they will assist in that 
removal because it is under the wires.  
Traffic/roadway:  •Concern expressed regarding the purchase of the home at the dead end of Delfield Street and the 
possibility of exacerbated parking problems. No solution seems to be in sight. 
Community Activities And Outside Issues •Halloween event was thrown at the last minute in the office on the Sunday 
before Hurricane Sandy was scheduled to hit. 
Administrative Work/ Services/Emergency Preparedness 
•Newsletter sent with Holiday Fund letter in it (saves money!) 
•Participated in the County Emergency Preparedness Program starting with Emergency Operations Training. VMA now 
an official member of the EOC.  Support will also be provided by Mid-Atlantic since Wayne Fowler received training on 
the topic. •Participation in the after-action review conducted by the EMG. 
•Meeting with CC View related to storm and emergency preparedness—we are trying to collaborate with many 
locations. Other opportunities to share wisdom and training are under development; e.g. Wayne Fowler has agreed to 
take the free county training on Emergency Management; this will be a real asset in emergency situation front. 
•Meeting with the Municipal Managers and Chris Voss of the Maryland Emergency Management Administration. 
•Meeting with representatives from the County Executive’s Office and Municipal Managers. 
•Snow plowing contract has been prepared-no changes in cost; Brookville Sidewalk shoveling to be determined. 
•Accountant Contract (Dan Baden) was finalized.  
 
SNOW REMOVAL CONTRACT FOR WINTER 2012-2013  
Motion to Approve Contract: Zielinski; 2nd: Alexander; Vote: All in favor 
ACCOUNTANTS CONTRACT 
Motion to Approve Contract: Zielinski; 2nd: Alexander; Vote: All in favor 
CONCLUDING REMARKS Council member Filipczyk noted that several comments were received from residents about the 
dangerous traffic patterns at the intersection of Taylor Street and Brookville Road.  She felt that the Village should 
pursue a conversation with the State Highway Administration about improving the markings.  
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 9 PM. 


