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This is the time of the year when we are reminded how
many trees we have in VMA as evidenced by the leaf
bags lining the curbs and our fall, pre-snow street
cleaning. Itis also a reminder of how beautiful the Village
is because of the trees. With trees and their maintenance
in the forefront of our minds at this time, our resident-

volunteer tree supervisor, Dan Gardner, and our contract
arborist, Paul Wolfe, discussed Village trees at the Council

meeting on Thursday, Nov. 19t The meeting was well attended and included a
good discussion about whether the Village should plant only native species along
the streets, or whether we should allow for more diversity of tree species. We also

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122869238046&format=htmI|&printFrame=true 113



11/25/2015 Martin's Edition - November 2015 newsletter
discussed a proposal from the Village Tree Committee to establish a subsidy
program to encourage residents to plant new trees on private property. Thanks to
all who participated, and we look forward to continuing these discussions.

While trees beautify our Village, we are about to embark on an infrastructure
upgrade that will temporarily make our streets a bit less beautiful: starting as soon
as Monday, Nov. 30th, WSSC will lay down new water mains on Bradley Lane,
followed by Melville Street, Raymond Street, and Quincy Street. The Village Staff
have done a excellent job working with the WSSC contractor to try to minimize
disruption to our residents during this process. Nevertheless, it is going to require
your patience during construction. If you have concerns or complaints before,
during or after the work, please call the Village office. Tori and Beth have the
contacts to resolve any issues that might arise. Please do not take your frustration
out on the workmen directly. We need for them to get the job done in the shortest
amount of time while respecting that Village residents still have to be able to access
their homes.

Also at the November 19 Council meeting, our audit firm presented the audit for
Fiscal Year 2015. We are happy to report that the Village continues to be in good
financial standing. As always, we welcome questions you may have about the
checks and balances that are in place to keep the Village money safe.

In addition, we received a report on the Legal Compliance Review conducted by the
legal firm Funk & Bolton. We also introduced an ordinance amending the Village
Code as part of an ongoing review of the Village Code and an effort to make the
Code more transparent for residents, staff, contractors, and other users. These
reviews are the first in over ten years and it will be reflected in higher than usual
legal fees.

Finally, the recent Council meeting included a discussion with Mr. Lennie Jones, a
representative from the U.S. Postal Service, who addressed resident concerns
about postal delivery issues. [f you continue to have service issues, Mr. Jones
asked that you report these service issues to USPS, either prtieegor by phone (301-
767-1698, 301-767-1742, 301-767-0919), which will better enable USPS to
investigate and remedy these issues.
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Please feel free to contact the Council at: VMACOUNCIL@googlegroups.com
Happy Thanksgiving!

Richard Krajeck, Council Chairman

Back To Top

« Mid-December: Street Cleaning Begins
« 12/17/2015: Monthly Council Meeting

Back To Top

As many of you have already read on the neighborhood list serve, there have been
several thefts from vehicles in the Village this month, including the theft of a

car which had a proximity ignition lock and the key fob inadvertently
! left inside the car. In addition, County Police BITESIEd IWQ|

., men suspected in a string of burglaries in a neighboring municipality
= in Chevy Chase. In light of these events, our police officers have the
'squﬁw following suggestions for us:

~\'--.., il
¢ Residents should call the police (either 911 for an emergency, or

301-279-8000 for the Montgomery County Police non-emergency number)
and report suspicious individuals and any thefts as soon as possible.
Officially reporting helps the police to track patterns and trends, and doing it
quickly increases the likelihood that police can apprehend suspects.

e The police would like to remind everyone to always CLOSE GARAGE
DOORS! Our officers have reported seeing on several occasions after
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midnight a number of garage doors left wide open.

e Thieves target garage door openers left in plain view inside of unlocked
vehicles. A criminal can simply open the car door and swipe the garage door
opener for easy entry into the home at a later time.

¢ Always LOCK CAR DOORS. Just make it a habit.

e Criminals avoid the 3 L's - Light, Locks, and they hate to make Loud noises!

BackToTop

« TREE COMMITTEE
Implementing Tree Committee Proposals

This note discusses implementation steps to bring the Tree Committee's
proposals to fruition. First, a note on the philosophy of the proposals. They are
forward looking. The overall goal is to enhance the Village's future tree
canopy. The proposals encourage the planting of new trees while not
restricting the removal of old ones. We believe that this approach allows
residents to act according to their own preferences while simultaneously
providing for the future. This strategy also minimizes the administrative
burden on Village management and oversight. My personal hope is that
twenty years from now, residents will note and value the impact of policies
taken decades earlier.

A second consideration is that we viewed the interests of residents as being
different from those of developers who often clearcut a lot to make
construction easier. We tried to take these differences into account by using
the issuance of a building permit as a triggering device for requiring the
planting of new trees.

| invite the ideas and suggestions of residents and Council members.
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Proposal 1: The Village should subsidize and help implement the purchase
and installation of native canopy trees from a specified list of desirable
species

Section 9102 (a) of the Village Ordinances states: "The tree canopy is an
attractive, distinctive feature of the Village. Trees are part of a larger
ecosystem and assist in the control of air, noise, and visual pollution. They
moderate the climate and help conserve energy. It is therefore in the interest
of the Village, its residents, and its property owners to protect, preserve, and
enhance the tree canopy."

Consistent with this statement plus the Tree Committee's findings that trees
on private property enhance the value of surrounding properties and the
community as a whole, the Committee recommends that the Council support
the planting of native canopy trees on private property by providing subsidies
covering the costs. We do not think that the Village should bear the entire cost
of such a program, but that property owners also should contribute an
amount, perhaps $100, for each tree as an incentive for the residents to care
for the newly planted specimens.

To this end, we suggest a budget amendment to support up this resolution.
Since half the fiscal year will have passed and since winter is not the best
time to plant, we might begin with a $5,000 installment to get a program
going. As we gain experience with demand and costs, the budget could be
modified in the future. At a cost of approximately $400-$500 per tree, this
installment would support the planting of ten new trees.

Neighboring municipalities have implemented their private tree planting
programs by making them part of their public activities, thereby taking
advantage of scale economies and of the relationships already in place with
nurseries and arborists. | suggest following this model.

Proposal 2: Building permit applications for new residential construction or
exterior alterations or modifications involving a total floor area larger than 250
square feet should include a site plan specifying the location, size, species,
and general condition of all trees on the property having a circumference of 24
inches or greater 4.5 feet above ground, and indicating whether the tree will
be removed in the course of the project. Trees meeting the specified criteria

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122869238046&format=htmI|&printFrame=true 5/13



11/25/2015 Martin's Edition - November 2015 newsletter

that were removed less than 12 months prior to the filing of the application
should be included on the site plan to the extent that the required information
is available. The site plan should also depict the location and species of trees
to be planted. A list of such trees (existing, recently removed, and to be newly
planted) showing the required information should also be submitted as a
separate document.

This proposal is intended to help identify trends in the tree population. The
current building permit requires the location of private and public trees on the
site plan. Therefore, changes would build on the current requirement, adding
the species and planned outcomes for larger trees.

This proposal would add somewhat to the burden of preparing a site plan by
requiring additional information that is not currently called for.

Proposal 3: The issuance of a Village building permit for a project that will
entail the removal of one or more trees having a circumference of 24 inches
or greater 4.5 feet above ground should be conditioned on replacement of
each such tree. Replacement should also be required for any such trees
removed from the property less than 12 months prior to the filing of the
application.

Proposal 4: The issuance of a Village building permit for a project involving
new construction or the addition of more than 300 square feet to the footprint
of a structure, on a property that has no trees of a species listed on a Village
list of "Canopy Trees Recommended for Martin's Additions" having a
circumference of 24 inches or greater 4.5 feet above ground, should be
conditioned on the planting of at least one tree of a species listed on "Canopy
Trees Recommended for Martins Additions" (See the [[ree Committee Repori]
Appendix).

These two proposals would help to replace the canopy lost through the
construction process. There are several alternative methods for incorporating
Proposals 3 and 4 as Village policy. They could be adopted as Policies and
implemented through incorporation in the building permit. Another possibility
is to write them into an ordinance as part of Section 7203 (Maintenance of
Yards and Vacant Lots) or in Section 6303 (Applications; Investigations and
Inspection; Issuance).
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An appeals process should be available to allow exemption from the
requirements when they are deemed unfeasible or inadvisable.

ETHICS COMMITTEE
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! Please be on the lookout for a call for volunteers in the
near future.

CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE
Martin's Additions will celebrate 100 years of self-governance in April 2016. At the

November 2015 Council meeting, the Village Council formally established the
Centennial Celebration Committee:

The Village of Martin's Additions (Village) Council hereby establishes a
temporary Centennial Celebration Committee (Committee). The Committee
shall be comprised of a minimum of three (3) members, including one Council
member. It shall develop and recommend for Council approval a program for
the Village to celebrate 100 years of self-governance (tentatively scheduled for
the week of April 10, 2016). Upon Council approval, the Committee will
execute the event(s) in collaboration with the Village Office staff. After
completion of the event(s), the Committee shall be dissolved.

Do you have ideas for ways to celebrate? A lecture series? A party? If you'd like
to help in any way to plan the celebration, please contact a Council Member, or the
Village Office (301-656-4112; Email: martinsadditions@gmail.com)

Back To Top

Amendments to the Village's Code of Ordinances
As you may know, the Village Council introduced Ordinance No. 11-15-1 at its

November monthly meeting. This amendment to the Village's Code of Ordinances is
the result of years of work by the Village Council, office staff, and contract experts
(e.g., building administrator and attorney). It is a compilation of several "to fix" lists
that were generated over the years, including edits to the Building Code as last
amended in 2010, and it is our hope that making some of these changes will simplify
and clarify the Village Code for future users.
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Please take this opportunity to review the relevant sections of the Code
as they are proposed to be amended. Of note, this is not the text of the amendment,
but rather the Code with the proposed changes made in it, so that you can read it all
in one place without having to go back and forth between the text of the amendment
and the text of the current Code. You can find the text on the Village website

The Council solicits and welcomes your questions and comments on the proposed
amendments to the Code before the Council votes in January. Please let us know
what you think!

Tiffany Cissna
Council Secretary

Back To Top

WSSC will continue its water main relocation and replacements in the southern end of

the Village from starting on November 30 and continuing well into Spring 2016. You
may see WSSC employees or contractors taking pictures of the right-of-way, marking
the location of utility lines, cutting asphalt in preparation for excavating, and so on. If
you have any questions about this work, please do not hesitate to ask to speak with a
WSSC project manager on site, or to contact the Village Office with your concerns.
Pamphlets on Water Main Replacement are available at the Village Office.

Not on E-Mail? Contact the Village Office at 301-656-4112 to have Council meeting
minutes mailed to you.

Street repaving: timing?

Many residents have asked when Village streets will be repaved. The earliest that
any streets will be repaved is Spring or Summer of 2016 because asphalt must be laid
in the warmer months, and because WSSC is about to begin a water main
replacement project on four additional streets in the Village. Concrete repairs can
begin sooner, and more information on that is forthcoming.

At the October 2015 Council meeting, some residents wondered whether the path to
Shepherd Park between the corner of Summit Avenue and Taylor Street could be
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reopened. All residents should please not that this cut through is actually on private

property. The owner had previously allowed people to go through, but because of
trash, dog waste and other problems, they have closed it.

Other items:

e Reminder: construction and renovations to your home will need a
Village AND the county. If you are considering a renovation, please contact the
Village Office.

» Leaf bag deliveries were completed in October. More bags are available in
Village Office at the top of the stairs, while supplies last. Please remember that
all leaves must be placed in brown paper leaf bags to be picked up. (Please do
not use plastic bags, and do not leave piles at the curb.)

» Next Village street cleaning: Street cleaning will be done in December to get
streets ready for the winter snows.

o Alist of [ECYCIaple materiarcan be found on the Martin's Additions website

e Maryland primary elections are April 26, 2016. Click pere to find your polling

location

e There is a collection box for Manna Food at the bottom of the steps up to the
Village Office. Residents Linda and Dick Kirschten empty this box regularly and
thank all Village residents for their generosity to Manna Food.

Back To Top

Village of Martin's Additions
Council Meeting
7013 Brookville Road (Suite B, 2nd floor)
Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263

DRAFT Agenda for December 17, 2015

7:30 PM  |Call to Order: Krajeck
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Opportunity for Council to hear residents' comments:
Krajeck

Update from the Tree Committee: Alexander

Update from the Elections Committee: Anderson

Action on Council Meeting Minutes of November 19, 2015 :

Krajeck

Continued Discussion of various amendments to the Code
of Ordinances collected over the years: Cissna

Discussion of Street Light Improvement Projects: Hill

Financial matters, including Treasurer's Report: Hill

Manager's Report, including WSSC water line
replacements: Hall

Opportunity for Council to hear residents' comments:
Krajeck

9:30 PM

Adjournment: Krajeck

Click to see last month's Council Meeting minutes and to listen to a

recording of the meeting.

Back To Top
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o Emergency Alerts and Weather Updates 24/7:
The Montgomery County BIET SySien] is available to residents to receive
emails or texts about emergencies. The alert system operates 24 hours per
day, 7 days per week, and you can choose which alerts you wish to receive.
Alert Montgomery is the official emergency communications service for
Montgomery County, MD. During a major crisis, emergency or severe
weather event, Montgomery County officials can send event updates,
warnings and instructions directly to you on any of your devices, but you must
sign up.

* Want to protect yourself from your packages being stolen this holiday
season? Here is a link to tips for avoiding package et during the holiday
season.

Back To Top

Name Phone Email

Richard Krajeck, 301-654-3663 rkrajeck@hotmail.com
Chairman

Arthur Alexander, |301-718-9787 arthur.alexander@att.net
Vice Chairman

Katya Hill, 301-718-1920 ka2shaz@gmail.com
Treasurer
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Tiffany Cissna, 301-652-0541 cissnafamily@gmail.com
Secretary

Susan Fattig, 301-951-9578 susan.fattig@gmail.com
Member-at-Large

Name Phone Email

Victoria (Tori) Hall, 301-656-4112 |martinsadditions@gmail.com
Village Manager

Elizabeth (Beth) Boa, [301-656-4112 |assistantvma1@gmail.com
Assistant Manager

Back To Top

Happy Thanksgiving!

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village":

A VWider Circle]
hevy Chase at Home

_l:lve and LCearn Betliesdél_

e Food-Centen

Village of Martin's Additions
martinsadditions@gmail.com | 301-656-4112 | www.martinsadditions.org
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