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Village of Martin’s Additions 

Notes for April 18, 2013 Council Meeting 
7013 B Brookville Road, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

     
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: Council Members: Arthur Alexander and Mike 
Zielinski [N.B.: This Council meeting did not have a quorum].  Village Manager: Jean Sperling.  Assistant Village Manager: Tori 
Hall.  Village Attorney: Ron Bolt. 
 
RESIDENTS PRESENT:  Keith Allen (Turner Lane), Josh Bowers (Summit Avenue), Tom Butler (Bradley Lane), Bill Catherwood 
(Shepherd Street), Frank Correl (Turner Lane), Cris Fleming (Shepherd Street), Jon Fleming (Shepherd Street), Bill Lebovich 
(Summit Street), Bert Liebman (Thornapple Street), John MacDonald (Summit Avenue), Steve Schmal (Summit Avenue), Noell 
Sottile (Cummings Lane), Jewell Stoddard (Turner Lane), Ted Stoddard (Turner Lane). 
 
7:30 PM CALL TO ORDER by Mike Zielinski 
CANDIDATES INTRODUCTION & DISCUSSION    
Noell Sottile, Chair of the Village Elections & Ethics Committee, introduced the four candidates for the Village Council election to be 
held on May 15, 2013.  Candidates are (in alphabetical order): Josh Bowers (Summit Avenue), Jon Fleming (Shepherd Street), Bill 
Lebovich (Summit Avenue), and Mark Weiner (Thornapple Street).  Each candidate introduced themselves, but Mark Weiner was 
unable to attend this meeting so Noell introduced his candidate statement for the record.  Audience members then asked questions of 
candidates. 
 Tom Butler (Bradley lane) asked about the trees that were clear cut from two properties on Cummings Lane in advance of 
construction.  Ron Bolt clarified that the Town of Chevy Chase and Chevy Chase Village each have an Urban Forest statute, and 
Montgomery County has related legislation under consideration. 
 John MacDonald (Summit Avenue) asked about whether the Village needs more police protection in light of car break-ins 
during the past year. 
 Chair Sottile concluded by noting that polls will open this year at 5:00 pm (and close at 8:00pm).  This is one hour earlier 
than last year.  Absentee ballots may be cast beginning on April 29th; please refer to the April 2013 newsletter for full instructions. 
 
FY 2014 BUDGET:  
Arthur Alexander, Council Treasurer, introduced the FY 2014 budget for the Village. 
Property tax income remains similar for FY 2013, as intended under the state's Constant Yield Tax Rate formula.  Income tax revenue 
is going up. 
 Steve Schmal (Summit Ave) asked how the $400,000 designated for streets and sidewalks would be used.  Jean Sperling 
explained that, following the gas and water line replacements, there will be a multistep process to assess which utility may have 
damaged streets and what areas will need to be replaced, including sidewalks, gutters and curbs.  Arthur Alexander added that 
repaving a street is not the same as rebuilding a street, which is much more involved. 
 John MacDonald (Summit Ave) asked if it is possible to get a higher interest rate on the Village reserves.  Arthur Alexander 
said he has looked into it and that it is currently difficult to get better rates.  Some reserves are in a CD.  He will continue to look for a 
better return. 
• DISCUSSION OF REVENUES, TAX RATES: INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 4-13-1, 4/18/2013. 

Attorney Bolt advised that a since a majority of Council members voted to introduce this resolution as via email this action can be 
recorded. 
Subject: A Resolution To Approve Levying A Tax On Certain Real And Personal Property Under The Provisions Of Section 6 
203 Of The Tax Property Article Of The Annotated Code Of Maryland, As Amended. 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED:  That the Village Council of the Village of Martin’s Additions, pursuant to the authority 
granted by the Village Charter and Section 6 203 of the Tax Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, hereby levies a 
tax at the rate of four and seventy-two hundredths of a cent ($.0472) per One Hundred Dollars of assessable value (fair market 
value) on real property subject to taxation by the Village; fifty cents ($.50) per One Hundred Dollars of assessed value of 
assessable personal property subject to taxation by the Village; one dollar and forty-five cents ($1.45) per One Hundred Dollars of 
assessed value of assessable utility property subject to taxation by the Village; and ten cents ($.10) per One Hundred Dollars of 
assessed value of assessable commercial property subject to taxation, in the Village of Martin’s Additions; and be it further. 
 
Motion to Introduce: Alexander, 2nd Zielinski, Vote: In Favor-Alexander, Krajeck, Zielinski 

 
• DISCUSSION OF EXPENDITURES: INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 4-13-2.   SUBJECT: A RESOLUTION TO 

APPROVE THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 
Attorney Bolt advised that a since a majority of Council members voted to introduce this resolution via email this action can be 
recorded. 
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WHEREAS, after due notice and advertisement pursuant to Section 502 of the Village Charter, although notice and advertisement 
is not required by the Maryland Constant Yield Tax Rate Law because the proposed tax rate would not exceed the constant yield 
rate, a public hearing was held by the Village Council on May 15, 2013, to consider a proposed budget and tax rate; and 
WHEREAS, at the aforesaid hearing the Village Council considered a proposed budget based upon a tax rate of four and seventy-
two hundredths of a cent ($.0472) per One Hundred Dollars of assessable value (fair market value) on real property subject to 
taxation by the Village; fifty cents ($.50) per One Hundred Dollars of assessed value of assessable personal property subject to 
taxation by the Village; one dollar and forty-five cents ($1.45) per One Hundred Dollars of assessed value of assessable utility 
property subject to taxation by the Village; and ten cents ($.10) per One Hundred Dollars of assessed value of assessable 
commercial property subject to taxation by the Village; 
WHEREAS, after introducing the proposed budget on April 18, 2013, the Village Council has given notice to Village residents 
that the proposed budget would be considered at the Council meeting on May 15, 2013; and 
WHEREAS, prior to adopting this resolution, the Village Council held a public meeting on May 15, 2013 to adopt tax rates for 
the forthcoming fiscal year and by Resolution No. 4-13-1 adopted the tax rates for the fiscal year July 1, 2013 through June 30, 
2014. 

 
 Motion to Introduce: Alexander, 2nd Zielinski, Vote: In Favor-Alexander, Krajeck, Zielinski 
 
• DISCUSSION OF ORDINANCE TO CLARIFY AND AMEND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR AIR 

CONDITIONERS ETC. 
 
The Council Members present agreed to defer the above item to the full Council. 
 
BUILDING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Activity in Last Week of March, 1st three weeks of April 2013  
Construction 
Completed: 
• 124 Quincy Street; Bond to be released.  All new home construction continues.  
• 7200 Summit Ave. Completed. 
New Permits Issued:  
• Fence for 3517 Cummings; awaiting county permit; Neighbor concerned about property line. Survey suggested. 
Ongoing Construction Projects: 
• 124 Quincy Street – Roof and trim installed. Decking in progress. 
• 163 Quincy Street –  Finishing interior work. Landscaping next. 
• 3408 Turner - Front Yard Paving: letter sent; owner cannot recall construction; pictures inadequate 
• 3502 Cummings Lane - Accessory structure (pool house), pool and fencing; almost complete. 
• 3410 Cummings Lane - All new home construction continues.  
• 3414 Cummings Lane - All new home construction continues. 
New Permit Requests/Pending or In-process: 
• 3502 Turner Lane; parking pad area restored.  No further response regarding the construction of apron.  Estimate under development. 
Town agreed to install. 
• 7003 Brookville- Fence permit, pending receipt of county permit.  Irrigation system needs no permit, according to Alan. 
•3502 Cummings Lane: Driveway replacement. Notice sent; permit pending. 
•3504 Cummings: Driveway Resurfacing; deck extension; additional screening. Complications related to rear yard setback.  
• 205 Oxford St –  Addition, renovation. Plans received and cleared by Alan. Confirmation needed of stamped plans. County permit 
just received. Village permit to be issued soon. Ready to get underway 
Construction Inquiries/ Pending Building Issue: 
• 3219 Thornapple St – Reviewed by Alan. Variance will be required to construct porch.  Info sent to architects on project. 
• 3525 Raymond- Rear patio and fire pit request just received.  
• 3518 Bradley- Construction of a porch has morphed into a resurfacing; Alan has reviewed and approved replacement of concrete 
surface. 
• 3406 Raymond street- Potential tear down; inquiry re: storm sewers. 
• 163 Quincy- fence for dog; will request a permit soon. 
Other Municipal Support - Management: 
• Meeting with Washington Gas (WGL); project initiation. 
• Work with Dan Shaw re: restoration/repair issues Turner Lane 
• Documentation of Condition of Cummings before WGL project begins.  
• Resident concerns –yard waste, WSSC project. 
• Ongoing supervision and progress reporting of construction projects.  
• Work with Verizon and Pepco on transferring telecom lines to new poles. 
• Move in / out parking control. 
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• Respond to construction complaints. 
• Oversee WSSC work on Thornapple, Delfield and Summit Ave. 
• Storage unit/equipment management 
• Documentation of vehicle damage (hood) on Summit Ave. Question re: who is responsible? 
Right-of-Way (ROW) Maintenance – General: 
•Assistance with tree stump removal—identification, no parking posting, parking monitoring. 
•Recovery of broken street and stop sign; replacement scheduled 3/22-Wayne 
•Complaint Management- incomplete WSSC restoration on Turner Lane 
•Removing yard waste from path of ROW-Turner lane    
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2013 
ARTHUR ALEXANDER, TREASURER 
July 2012-March 2013 
  Actual  Budgeted 
Revenues $519,718 510,670 
Expenses 306,995  413,910 
Net Income 212,723  96,760  
Reserve account (current assets less designated allocations): $803,100 
 At the end of the third quarter of the fiscal year, revenues are near the projected amounts. According to the state’s income tax 
analyst, the fiscal year’s receipts from the Village’s share of state income taxes paid by residents will be close to $528,000, 
approximately one-third more than we conservatively planned to receive. Expenses remain below budgeted amounts in almost every 
category. However, street maintenance has the largest surplus at the moment because the ongoing utility work has not allowed normal 
work to occur. 
 The reserve account (current assets minus funds set aside for designated capital expenditures) is greater than the Village’s 
budgeted annual expenditures, which provides a planned cushion against unexpected occurrences. 
Discussion:  Arthur commented that spending looks low because there has been no spending yet on street maintenance, but that will 
change. 
 
FY 2013 BUDGET AMENDMENT: Deferred because of lack of quorum. 
$2,000 for initiation of Records Retention & Disposal Policy Project 
Action on Amendment: deferred to May 15, 2013 Council Meeting 
 
ACTION ON FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Motion: deferred to May 15, 2013 Council Meeting    
 
ACTION ON MINUTES OF MARCH 21, 2013 
Motion: deferred to May 15, 2013 Council Meeting 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: SPERLING: April 18, 2013 
BUDGET DEVELOPMENT: FY 2014:  
• Candidates Introduction & Discussion: This evening. Budget and Tax Rates could be introduced here with candidates. Additional 

opportunity to discuss budget. 
• Finale: Election  and Annual Meeting :Wednesday May 15th,  5-8 and 8-9:30 PM. Action on Tax Resolution and  Budget 

Approval. 
• Budget published in April newsletter. Posted to website 4/10; mailed. 
UTILITY SERVICES:  

• WSSC: 
o Turner Lane: A few spots need restoration, which will be done together.  
o Thornapple St, Summit, Delfield dead end, are all well underway.  Mains have been replaced.  House connections 

were delayed by water main break. Fire hydrants being replaced. 
o Summit Avenue is next.  Water supply will be diverted to above ground (like Cummings). School buses will be 

returned to their original routes is soon as housing connections are made on Thornapple.  
o Delfield Street to follow/be coordinated with Summit. 
o Chestnut Street will be the final street in the north end. 

• VERIZON: Still working on moving FIOS lines. 
• PEPCO: Dual pole removal project under development. Pepco’s MD VP assisting with removal 
• WASHINGTON GAS: Cummings gas line replacement project scheduled to begin 4/19. Two meetings with WGL Staff & 

NPL staff. Info communicated to residents of Cummings. Work to begin immediately. Melville and Raymond next. Strong 
lines of communication set up. 
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STREET LIGHTS:  Have been in touch with Scott Watson re: improvements in LED street light upgrades.  He is staying on top of 
developments. PEPCO offerings will be clearer this summer. 
ROAD CONDITIONS:  
Utility Work:  Dan Shaw (Chamberlain Contractors) evaluated the condition of Cummings Lane prior to initiating the gas project and 
offered some recommendations on how to proceed. Wayne Fowler has photo-documented the condition of Cummings.  
Resident Issues:  Dan Shaw reviewed the 2 driveway apron issues on Turner Lane and will advise on how to proceed. 
ROADS/SIDEWALKS/ROW 
• 3502 Turner Lane Driveway apron /parking pad application. Council agreed via email that the village would install and pay for 

the apron should that be the choice of the homeowner. Alternate plan was suggested but needs professional design component.  
Awaiting a design. Old pad area restored and looks lovely.  

• 3408 Turner Lane. Pictures of original house were of little help in determining original driveway layout. Awaiting estimate from 
Chamberlain of potential restoration costs. 

TREES 
• Village Tree Stumps ground by Integrated Plant Care. Two tree stumps remain that are problematic because of gas lines.  IPC will 

hand spade one of the locations to determine the depth of the gas line and WGL will help us with the other one (they will re-route 
the gas line) when they work on the gas lines on Raymond. 

• ROW seeding will begin soon. 
• No plans yet to use PEPCO trees yet. 
TRAFFIC/ROADWAY ISSUES:   
• Brookville Taylor Street Intersection – Cutro reports relayed to Section 3 for presentation to their council for discussion. 

Unproductive response; recommendation that we move forward with a meeting with the state regardless of Section 3 response. 
Have asked for illustration from Cutro 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 
• Communications with residents on streets under excavation. 
• Retention policy development ready to start.  Budget amendment needed; agreement will be developed.  
• Meeting with reps of Police department and Housing code enforcement, discussion with states attorney’s office; re: problem on 

Turner Lane; 12 residents in attendance 
• Communications re: gasline project 
• Election materials beginning to be built. 
• Building inquires 
• FIOS installed in office - $40 per month savings 
• New Assistant Manager hired and on-board 
• Newsletter published 
• Celebration on the Sidewalk planning is underway; attendees will include local artists and authors as part of the Art Show, 

volunteers to collect food for Manna Food Center, and representatives from Chevy Chase At Home and the Chevy Chase 
Historical Society.   

 
ADDITIONAL RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS AND CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Mike Zielinski asked whether Washington Gas will be replacing lines on every street in the Village.  Jean said it is not yet clear 
because Washington Gas is facing budget constraints.  The gas line along Melville Place is a main feeder to other streets, and 
Washington gas will be relocating that main line from under a sidewalk to under the street.  The gas line under Cummings Lane is 100 
years old.  Therefore, those streets will have to be a priority. 
8:35 ADJOURNMENT 
 
 


